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CE UKFSC MEETING SUMMARY 
The CE attended the 29th General Aviation Consultative Council meeting at the SRG CAA at Gatwick on 15 July 2008 as an observer. Agenda. 

The meeting is chaired by the Head Flight Operations, David Chapman and is attended by representatives from most of the CAA divisions that have an input and interest in all aspects of General Aviation including Business aviation. In addition, a significant number of industry representatives also attend. The attendees list can be seen at the head of the Meeting Notes.
The major safety points at the meeting are as follows:

· The important strategic and financial contribution made by General Aviation to the UK economy was recognised by a General Aviation Strategic Review in 2007 which has resulted in the establishment of a General Aviation Strategic Forum. Having noted the £1Bn contribution made by GA to the economy, the DFT and the CAA Board now recognise that GA issues must be raised and addressed at the highest level in both organisations.
· Environmental issues such as technical solutions to noise and consideration for airport neighbours need to be included in GACC business.

· Progress has been made on Permits to Fly in the context of EASA: the CAA would continue to have national responsibility.

· The roll out of the 8.33 kHz VHF usage to lower airspace will depend on a Eurocontrol business case. The consensus at the GACC was that the extension into lower airspace would follow a phased introduction and not be complete until 2015.

· The use of ethanol biofuels in petrol continues to be a cause for concern amongst the GA community. Several aero engine manufacturers are gradually issuing guidance but the main concerns surround the effects of ethanol on seals in tanks, pumps and fuel lines as well as the engine itself.
· The burden of costs for maintenance licences for small aircraft types is causing serious concern about the future of maintenance companies.

· In an update on European Issues, the vast number of NPAs being issued by EASA on licensing and operations, safety management systems and environmental issues was highlighted. Many would have significant and wide-spread impact on the GA community, but the sheer numbers, complexities and short time to respond were making it difficult for the community to adequately study the consultations and respond to them in a comprehensive and co-ordinated fashion.

· EASA is expected to extend its responsibilities to include aerodromes and ATM safety matters. Procedures and consultations will proliferate on these issues in the next 2 years.

· A sub-group of the Airspace Safety Initiative will take on the promotion of safety education amongst GA pilots under GASPAR. The introduction of  ATSOCAS  was well underway with a CD already out on the street.

· SIDD in the CAA were now undertaking GA accident analysis with the intent of identifying training improvements.
· It was pointed out that GA needed to be closely involved in Europe to ensure that important air safety issues had a GA input - for example, airspace network management and transponder usage. The meeting agreed that NATMAC would be the lead forum on these issues.

· A couple of recent GA accidents had highlighted the need to re-emphasize the dangers of flying under the influence of drink and drugs across the GA industry.

· A trial, under the name ‘NANO’, had been established by the CAA to capture GPS signal and database anomalies amongst the GA community. See Annex F.
· The CAA gave an update on progress with the GA Safety Working Group. See the presentation at Annex E.  Poor currency and human factors were highlighted as the major causal factors in the majority of accidents and incidents.
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