CHIRP CHARITABLE TRUST – 47TH MEETING OF THE AIR TRANSPORT ADVISORY BOARD – 7TH APRIL 2008 – CHIEF EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The major points arising were as follows:

· MODE S provides several additional parameters from the aircraft to the ATC Ground Controller. Importantly, the flight level/altitude dialled on the FMS by the crew is available; some crews dial up the current cleared level whilst others anticipate the next level clearance and dial that up instead. This can cause confusion and generates extra R/T for ATC to clarify aircrew intent.  
· The knowledge on the Flt Deck of Class E airspace could be better and is often below that expected by the ATC controller.
· Although airline mergers are in vogue at the moment, there is a lack of advice and guidance available to those about to embark on this complex enterprise. Chief Exec UKFSC is attempting to identify a suitable source from a recent successful merger to write up the pros and cons to help inform future mergers.

· Inflexible and overzealous security procedures at airports and their potential effects on flight safety continue to generate adverse anecdotal reporting. The Meeting encouraged aircrews and engineers effected to feed detailed MORs on such incidents into the CAA in order to provide the degree of evidence required to engage the DFT in a meaningful fashion.
· A reported incident reminded the Meeting of the general point about the high rates of climb that lightly loaded aircraft are able to perform which can surprise ATC and generate unwelcome TCAS RAs. Aircrews should be encouraged to manage the additional thrust available in such circumstances to follow standard profiles.

· There is a poor level of knowledge and training in several airlines on the effective utilisation of airborne weather radars to avoid CAT and its consequences.    
· Concern was expressed by the Meeting about a company which took punitive action against a ground engineer who had reported an internal safety issue.

· Early reporting on the recent establishment of the Farnborough LARS service had prevented over 60 airspace incidents and incursions and had dealt with a number of MAYDAY situations.
· A useful discussion on the risk management of operating helicopters in high sea states and winds on the North Sea.

· Adverse reports on working time regimes particularly around crews flying out as passengers to position for duty on return flights. Discussion on the dispensation rules and their application to flight times and flight deck crew.

· Cabin air quality concerns and the latest research initiatives were discussed. The DFT have instructed the CAA to establish a procedure for detailed chemical analysis of cabin air so as to identify specific substances and, if detected, recommend suitable measures to remove them. CE UKFSC highlighted the relatively high incidence of pilot incapacitation and an apparent reluctance to don oxygen masks during smoke and fumes emergencies.

· Concern was expressed in response to reports of some airlines operating to tight fuel reserves policies
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