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Application of Econ Descent Speeds into the London TMA

1          Introduction
1.1
With the objective of reducing fuel burn and aviation-related emissions, NATS - the 
UK air traffic service provider - has been working in collaboration with airline 
operators to develop a procedure to reduce inner stack holding for the London 
airports. 

1.2 For a modern jet aircraft, modelling and trials indicate that approx 1 minute of airborne holding can be avoided with an earlier and consistent application of econ descent speeds.  By reducing speed earlier, this procedure simply transfers part of the anticipated stack holding delay to the descent phase. It will reduce fuel burn and aviation related emissions, as well as assisting an equitable arrival sequence through application of more consistent inbound speeds.


1.3
NATS and airline modelling indicates that substantial and measurable reductions in fuel burn and emissions are possible through application of this procedure.  Further information and data on the analysis can be provided upon request.
2.         Anticipated Descent Speeds for London TMA region.
2.1 During normal operations for inbound flights to the London TMA region, pilots should fly a (maximum) speed of 270kts IAS in the descent.  Level clearances as directed by ATC (which can be anticipated by reference to STAR chart “ATC” information) will not change and are mandatory. 
Note: As is current standard operating practice, speed instructions to individual aircraft may be varied by ATC for the purposes of traffic separation and sequencing.  


2.2 This technique will be implemented operationally from 1st June 2008

3.         Focal Point for Feedback or Further Information
 Any comments from pilots or aircraft operators on the application of these techniques will be welcome and should be addressed to:

Head of ATC Procedures
NATS
Swanwick Centre

Sopwith Way

Swanwick 

Southampton

SO31 7AY

LACCATC.OpsOffice@nats.co.uk
