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EC GIVES MORE TIME TO START INTRODUCING NEW EUROPEAN
PILOT LICENCES

National aviation authorities across the European Union are to be given more
time to prepare to issue new Europe-wide pilot licences (subject to the
agreement of the European Parliament). As a result, the UK Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) now intends to begin issuing the new licences and medical
certificates from 1 July 2012.

The European Commission has agreed with the European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) and the Member States to propose a short deferment to the
European Parliament. The original implementation date was 8 April 2012.

The implementation of new rules for pilot licensing (including medical
certification) across the EU is part of a process that has already seen EASA
take responsibility for other areas of aviation policy, such as flight operations
and airworthiness. Most UK pilots, private and commercial, will be affected by
the switchover and will have to obtain new EASA licences to continue to fly
aircraft that have EASA airworthiness certificates. However, some pilots, such
as those who fly microlights, ex-military and kit built aircraft, will be able to
continue to use their existing licences. This is because EASA does not
regulate these categories of aircraft.

In many cases the transition will be automatic, as existing JAR-FCL licences
will become EASA Part-FCL licences on 8 April 2012. JAR-FCL licences
issued in the UK up until 1 July will also be deemed to be Part-FCL licences.
Pilots with JAR-FCL licences will not receive a new EASA Part-FCL licence
until they submit their JAR licence for renewal or amendment after 1 July
2012. Holders of non-JAR, national licences will have to obtain EASA licences
within specified transitional periods; (by 8th April 2014 for any flight for
commercial purposes). The new EASA licences will be valid for the owner’s
lifetime. Pilots whose licences expire before 1 July 2012 will still need to
renew as currently.

Similarly, existing JAR medical certificates will become EASA medical
certificates on 8 April 2012 and from 1 July 2012 EASA medical certificates
will be issued by UK AMEs when pilots attend for initial, revalidation or
renewal medical assessments.



Ray Elgy, Head of the CAA’s Licensing and Training Standards, said:
“Preparing for the transition from national to EASA licences is an extremely
challenging and complicated process for the CAA. The Commission has
recognised that allowing the CAA more time will help to ensure the transition
runs more smoothly for UK pilots.”

Pilots are advised to read the detailed information on the CAA website -
www.caa.co.uk/eupilotlicensing.

For updates follow the CAA on www.twitter.com/UK _CAA

For further media information contact the CAA Press Office on: 00 44 (0)207
453 6030; press.office@caa.co.uk

Notes to Editors:

The CAA is the UK's specialist aviation regulator. Its activities include: making
sure that the aviation industry meets the highest technical and operational
safety standards; preventing holidaymakers from being stranded abroad or
losing money because of tour operator insolvency; planning and regulating all
UK airspace; and regulating airports, air traffic services and airlines and
providing advice on aviation policy from an economic standpoint.

Please consider the environment. Think before printing this email. @

Before printing consider the environment.

This e-mail and any attachment(s) are for authorised use by the intended recipient(s) only. It may contain proprietary
material, confidential information and/or be subject to legal privilege. If you are not an intended recipient then please
promptly delete this e-mail, as well as any associated attachment(s) and inform the sender. It should not be copied,
disclosed to, retained or used by, any other party.

Thank you.

Please note that all e-mail messages sent to the Civil Aviation Authority are subject to monitoring / interception for
lawful business




