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CAA APPROVES P600/IRISH SEA AIRSPACE CHANGE PROPOSAL 

Changes to the airspace structure linking southwest Scotland, Dublin and Northern Ireland have been approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA), and will come into effect on 7 May 2009.
The new airspace should reduce flight delays by easing the complexity of the route structure and will also bring environmental benefits.
In May 2008 the air traffic control provider NATS undertook a consultation process seeking comments on two possible options for change to the airspace.  The chosen option is based on a procedure change and extension to existing routes that complements the new traffic orientation for Dublin arrivals and departures. 
Known as the P600/Irish Sea airspace change, the proposal was progressed and co-ordinated as part of the UK-Ireland Functional Airspace Block (FAB) development and it constitutes the first airspace development proposal to be submitted regarding any FAB in Europe. The changes to UK airspace are being introduced in coordination with the Irish Aviation Authority. 
The new airspace arrangements are intended to deliver greater airspace efficiency by reducing complexity and delay through improving the flow of air traffic in the region, and have been developed to meet the needs of the principal users whilst not disadvantaging others. The lowest altitude of any new controlled airspace will be 5,500 feet.  
Following a thorough safety and environmental analysis by the CAA’s Directorate of Airspace Policy (DAP), the Director of Airspace Policy is content that the justification for the changes has been satisfied and the CAA has therefore announced its approval of the proposals.
Due to a redistribution of traffic away from Northern Ireland’s Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and southwest Scotland’s Galloway Forest Park, some areas currently overflown will experience a reduction in noise levels. The CAA’s environmental analysts have assessed that the predicted noise impact will fall below the Government agreed level for the onset of significant community annoyance or sleep disturbance.  In addition, the airspace change is expected to result in a reduction in CO2 emissions across the new airspace.
The changes include the introduction of unidirectional routes established to facilitate the Dublin - southwest Scotland axis, in accordance with the new Dublin formal route structure, thereby enabling controllers to manage the flow of traffic more easily. New controlled airspace is to be introduced to provide a northbound only route for traffic inbound to Belfast airfields from Dublin and the south, and a new segment of airspace with a base level of 12,500 feet to enable controllers to segregate Glasgow and Edinburgh arrivals at an earlier stage in the procedure. 
Aeronautical Charts 

Pilots should note that the 1:500,000 Aeronautical Chart ‘Northern England and Northern Ireland ’ will be updated on 4 June 2009 to coincide with these changes; the 1:250,000 Aeronautical Chart ‘Northern Ireland’ will be updated on 7 May 2009.  For further chart information visit  www.caa.co.uk/charts
For more information on P600/Irish Sea Airspace change see the attached link http://www.caa.co.uk/docs/7/20090220P600DecisionLetter.pdf
A map showing the new airspace is attached. 

For further media information contact Jonathan Nicholson or Richard Taylor on: 0207 453 6027/25. 

Notes to Editors 

1. The CAA is the UK's specialist aviation regulator. Its activities include: making sure that the aviation industry meets the highest technical and operational safety standards; preventing holidaymakers from being stranded abroad or losing money because of tour operator insolvency; planning and regulating all UK airspace; and regulating airports, air traffic services and airlines and providing advice on aviation policy from an economic standpoint.
<<P600 Irish Sea Airspace Map.pdf>> 
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