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News Release

19 September 2011
CAA FUNDS VISIBILITY TRIAL

The UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has agreed to fund research into
making light aircraft and gliders more visible to other pilots. Through the
Airspace & Safety Initiative (ASl), the CAA has engaged with the British
Gliding Association (BGA) and the Ministry of Defence to explore ways of
improving the visibility of light aircraft, especially gliders. Being constructed of
white composite materials many of these aircraft can be very difficult to spot
when airborne.

The importance of the research was reaffirmed by the AAIB Report into a fatal
2009 midair collision between an RAF Grob 115E tutor, and a Standard Cirrus
Glider over Drayton, Oxfordshire (see
http://www.aaib.gov.uk/cms_resources.cfm?file=/5-2010%20G-
BYXR%20and%20G-CKHT.pdf). The work will build on previous research
carried out by Dr Tony Head of Cranfield University on behalf of the BGA.

The new research will involve a joint CAA/MoD trial, with support from the
BGA, which will concentrate on the visual conspicuity of gliders and light
aircraft. The CAA will fund the trial, while the RAF’s No 22 (Training) Group
will assist with the provision of motor gliders and crews from Royal Air Force
Syerston. The Light Aircraft Association has also been asked to assist in work
to make the types of small light aircraft which are constructed from composite
materials more visible. Results are expected before the end of the year.

Phil Roberts, Deputy Director of Airspace Policy at the CAA, said: “This
research could have a significant impact on reducing future mid air collisions
involving gliders and other small light aircraft. Improving airborne visibility of
gliders will be no easy task, but we are pleased to be working with the BGA
and the MoD to try and achieve that goal and build on the earlier work done
by Cranfield University.”

For further media information contact the CAA Press Office on: 0207 453
6030 or press.office@caa.co.uk

Follow the Airspace & Safety Initiative on www.twitter.com/airspacesafety

Notes to Editors:



1. The Airspace & Safety Initiative (ASI) is a joint CAA, NATS, AOA, GA and
MoD effort to investigate and tackle the major safety risks in UK airspace.

2. The CAA is the UK's specialist aviation regulator. Its activities include:
making sure that the aviation industry meets the highest technical and
operational safety standards; preventing holidaymakers from being stranded
abroad or losing money because of tour operator insolvency; planning and
regulating all UK airspace; and regulating airports, air traffic services and
airlines and providing advice on aviation policy from an economic standpoint.
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