DURHAM TEES VALLEY CONTROL ZONE REDESIGNATED AS CLASS D AIRSPACE 
Measures to regularize airspace classifications in the vicinity of Durham Tees Valley Airport have been approved by the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).
The International Civil Aviation Organisation’s Annex 11 states that Class E airspace is not intended for use in Control Zones, therefore the small Class E segment of the Durham Tees Valley Control Zone (CTR) will be upgraded to Class D.  Both it, and the Class D Control Area (CTA) above it, will be absorbed into the existing Class D CTR, with the change taking effect on 22 October 2009.
The change will simplify airspace arrangements in the area. Overall, there will be no change to the lateral or vertical limits to Durham Tees Valley’s controlled airspace.  Instrument arrival procedures to the airport and arrangements for crossing the CTR/CTA will also remain unchanged.  
Details of the changes will be published by NOTAM, while the AIP will be amended at AIRAC 11/2009 (22 October 2009). 
Pilots should note that the change will be incorporated into 1:500000 and 1:250000 VFR charts as these are progressively updated.
A map showing the current and revised airspace (with the affected airspace highlighted in yellow) can be found here. 
<<PN4709 DurhamTees map.pdf>> 
http://www.caa.co.uk/default.aspx?categoryid=14&pagetype=90&pageid=10890 

For more information contact the CAA Press Office on tel. 020 7453 6030 or press.office@caa.co.uk 

Notes to editors 
1. The Civil Aviation Authority’s Directorate of Airspace Policy (DAP) is responsible for the planning and regulation of all UK airspace including the navigation and communications infrastructure to support safe and efficient operations.  In accordance with its statutory functions, the CAA is responsible for dealing with applications by sponsors for an airspace change.  A change to the use or classification of airspace in the UK can take many forms but can only be made after consultation and where it is clear that airspace management considerations and the overriding need for safety allow for no practical alternative, or where an overall environmental benefit will accrue.   More information on the Airspace Change Process (ACP) and DAP’s wider functions are set out in DAP’s Airspace Charter (CAP 724) which is available on the CAA’s website at www.caa.co.uk/dap. 
 

2.      Information relating to the change will also appear on the website of the Airspace & Safety Initiative (ASI) www.airspacesafety.com   - a joint CAA, NATS, Airport Operator’s Association, General Aviation and Ministry of Defence effort to investigate and tackle the major safety risks in UK airspace. 

3.      The CAA is the UK's specialist aviation regulator. Its activities include: making sure that the aviation industry meets the highest technical and operational safety standards; preventing holidaymakers from being stranded abroad or losing money because of tour operator insolvency; planning and regulating all UK airspace; and regulating airports, air traffic services and airlines and providing advice on aviation policy from an economic standpoint.
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